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Drop -in Hours  

**First week of class: Tuesday -Friday, 9 -11am & 1 -3pm**  
If you have questions/concerns about your spring schedule, come see us in Biology 111!  

 

*Second week of class through finals week*  

Regular drop -in hours: Monday -Thursday, 1 -3pm  
 

Upcoming Important Dates  

January 

22 - spring classes begin  

25 - restricted drop deadline  

*check your course details to 

learn if you are in a course with a 

restricted drop deadline*  

27 - add without override dead-

line  

*after January 27, you must ob-

tain an override from the course 

instructor or Department in     
order to add a course*  

 

February  

6 - registration closes  

*add with override deadline  

*last day to drop a course  
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Faculty Focus  F A C U L T Y  F O C U S  -  D r .  M a r c  N i s h i m u r a  

 What are your primary research interests?  

ě̃ʘ± "Ŵʞ"ʲȡ b±±Ɩ í"ȡlĜƖ"Ⱥ±| bʲ Ċƶʞ ƶȉô"ƖĜȡƌȡ ĜƖȺ±ȉ"lȺ ʞĜȺĊ ±"lĊ ƶȺĊ̘

±ȉ˱ ě̃ƌ ±ȡǺ±lĜ"ŴŴʲ ĜƖȺ±ȉ±ȡȺ±| ĜƖ Ċƶʞ ǺŴ"ƖȺȡ ĜƖȺ±ȉ"lȺ ʞĜȺĊ ȺĊ± |Ĝʘ±ȉȡ± ƌĜ̘

crobes in their environments. These microbes can be both beneficial 

and detrimental, and somehow plants must be able to detect and re-

ȡǺƶƖ| "ǺǺȉƶǺȉĜ"Ⱥ±Ŵʲ ˷"Ɩ| ȡĜƌɔŴȺ"Ɩ±ƶɔȡŴʲ˳˸ Ⱥƶ bƶȺĊ˱ ě̃ƌ ĜƖȺ±ȉ±ȡȺ±| ĜƖ 

Ċƶʞ ȺĊ±ȡ± ±ʘ±ƖȺȡ ƶllɔȉ "Ⱥ " ƌƶŴ±lɔŴ"ȉ Ŵ±ʘ±Ŵˮ "Ɩ| ě̃ʘ± íƶlɔȡ±| ƶƖ ǺŴ"ƖȺ 

immune receptors and the microbial molecules that they detect. Inter-

estingly, plant immune receptors have evolved to detect the very mol-

ecules that microbes rely on to become pathogens. This dynamic sets 

up an arms race between the host immune system and pathogen viru-

lence mechanisms, which has driven an amazing array of natural varia-

tion. All these strategies are important for us to understand because 

they are potential tools to use to engineer plant disease resistance 

and biology in general.  

How can students who are interested in your work get in-

volved in your lab?  

Students interested in my work can contact me by email 

(Marc.Nishimura@colostate.edu) or drop by the lab. There are a range of 

projects that students can get involved with. We have ongoing pro-

jects with a variety of plants and bacteria, lots of molecular biology 

and genetics. My lab is still relatively new but I already have three un-

dergraduates working on engineering the genome of Arabidopsis 

thaliana using Crispr/CAS9-based tools. As a postdoc, I had under-

graduates working on all sorts of projects: plant genetics, molecular 

biology, structural biology, biochemistry, etc. The best thing you can 

do if you are potentially interested in lab science is to get started ear-

ly and see what you think!  

What classes do you teach and 

what  aspect of teaching do you 

most enjoy?  

So far, I will be teaching BZ 310 (cell 

biology) and BC 404 (biochemistry 

lab) in fall 2019. My biggest enjoy-

ment in teaching is conveying the real 

processes of science to future scien-

tists. This can be through engagement 

with scientific literature (warts and all), 

experimental design or even hands on 

b±ƖlĊʞƶȉŦ˱ ʝĊ±Ɩ ȡȺɔ|±ƖȺȡ |ƶ ̄ȉ±"Ŵ 

ȡlĜ±Ɩl±̅ ɔȡĜƖô lɔȉȉ±ƖȺ ƌƶ|±ŴĜƖôˮ ƌƶ̘

lecular biology, and biochemistry 

techniques, they learn how the lab 

works and get started thinking like a 

scientist.  

mailto:Marc.Nishimura@colostate.edu
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What was your undergraduate experience like?  

I did my undergraduate at Vassar College in upstate 

New York. It was a great experience, with a lot of op-

portunities to interact with faculty and gain experience 

in the lab. This is when I became more interested in 

plants, studying interactions between plants and their 

pollinators. I was intrigued by questions revolving 

around ecology, evolution, and genetics. 

Can you speak to the educational experiences 

that led you to your current role?  

!ŴƌƶȡȺ "ŴŴ ƶí ȺĊ±ȡ± ̄±|ɔl"ȺĜƶƖ"Ŵ ±ʬǺ±ȉĜ±Ɩl±ȡ̅ "ȉ± 

really people; the major influence has been who has 

been around to mentor me and support my career. 

There were a lot of chance events-at Vassar, I was 

ȉ±"|ĜƖô ̂ƵȉĜôĜƖ ƶí ȠǺ±lĜ±ȡ̃ "Ɩ| |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ ɔƖ|±ȉȡȺ"Ɩ| 

the part on cave fish and how disuse had to eye 

Ŵƶȡȡˮ ȡƶ ě ŞɔȡȺ ŦƖƶlŦ±| ƶƖ ƌʲ ±ʘƶŴɔȺĜƶƖ Ǻȉƶí±ȡȡƶȉ̃ȡ 

door to ask. He is an evolutionary biologist who 

ȡȺɔ|Ĝ±ȡ ǺŴ"ƖȺȡˮ ȡƶ ȺĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ Ċƶʞ ě ȉ"Ɩ|ƶƌŴʲ ±Ɩ|±| ɔǺ 

starting my own work on plants. After undergradu-

ate, I ended up working as a tech in a plant molec-

ular biology lab; this was also completely random, 

but critical to my career. I then found a job posting 

on a bulletin board in the lobby of the Stanford Bi-

ology Department, for part -time dishwashing in a 

lab. This quickly turned into a tech position in a lab 

at the Carnegie Institution and then graduate 

school at Stanford. Looking back, this was unbeliev-

ably lucky, as I had fallen into one of the best plac-

es to learn plant molecular biology in the world. I 

then met my future post -doc advisor and here I am 

now. Somehow, I always knew I would end up stud-

ying biology, but the specific path has been hugely 

influenced by chance encounters with scientists 

willing to be great mentors.  

What are some hobbies outside of academia?  

A two-professor family with two young kids is 

enough to juggle for me. The kids seem to take over 

all aspects of your life, so my recent hobbies include 

princess culture, art, and Netflix Kids. Part of my 

work-life balance is figuring out how to get my kids 

Ⱥƶ |ƶ ʞƶȉŦˮ ȡƶ ě̃ʘ± b±±Ɩ ĜƖȺȉƶ|ɔlĜƖô Ŵ"b ʞƶȉŦ Ⱥƶ ƌʲ 

5 year old daughter-ȡĊ±̃ȡ ôȉ±"Ⱥ "Ⱥ Ǻ"lŦ"ôĜƖô ɔǺ 

toothpicks to sterilize!  

*If you see Dr. Nishimura around the Biology Building be sure to say hello!* 

Ashby, starting early in the lab, packing up toothpicks. 



%ÒÒÏÒ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ 7ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ 

#ÌÁÓÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ /ÎÌÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ Á ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ 
ÃÌÁÓÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ ɉÆÒȾÓÏ ÏÒ ÊÒȾÓÒɊ ÃÁÎ 
ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÇÉÖÅÎ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ 

&Å× ɉÉÆ ÁÎÙɊ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÕÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÐÁÒÔȤ
ÍÅÎÔÓȭ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ 0ÓÙÃÈÏÌÏÇÙɊ 
ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔȢ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ .%%$ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÏÍÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÃÅÓÓȢ 

-ÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ  
#ÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ 
2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ 

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅȟ ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ ɉÌÁÂ ÏÒ ÒÅÃÉÔÁÔÉÏÎɊ 
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

-ÁÎÙ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÃÈÅÍÉÓÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÈÙÓÉÃÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ 
ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÒÒÏÒȢ 

#ÈÅÃË ÂÏØÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ 02)/2 
ÔÏ ÈÉÔÔÉÎÇ ȰÓÕÂÍÉÔȢȱ #ÌÉÃË ȭÖÉÅ× ÌÉÎËÅÄȭ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
ÌÁÂȾÒÅÃÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄȢ 

-ÁÊÏÒ          
2ÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎ 

9ÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ   
ÍÁÊÏÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÌÁÓÓȢ 

3ÏÍÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÊÏÒ 
ɉ"ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȾ!ÒÔ ÁÒÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓɊȠ ÍÁÙ 
ÁÌÌÏ× ÎÏÎ-ÍÁÊÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÁÆÔÅÒ 
Á ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÄÁÔÅȢ 

#ÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÍÁÊÏÒ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎɂÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÐÅÎÓ ÔÏ 
ÎÏÎ-ÍÁÊÏÒÓ ÁÔ Á ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÄÁÔÅȟ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÅÌÌ 
ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÆÏ ÈÅÒÅȢ 

0ÒÅÒÅÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ 9ÏÕ ÆÁÉÌ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÎÅ 
ÐÒÅÒÅÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ 

#ÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ - ÐÒÅȤ
ÒÅÑÕÉÓÉÔÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÈÅÒÅȢ 

9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÒÅÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ 
ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÎ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ 
ÅÒÒÏÒȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒȢ 

$ÅÐÔȢ ÏÒ       
)ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ  
ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌ 

2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÃÌÁÓÓ 
ÉÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ 
ÏÎ Á ÃÁÓÅ-ÂÙ-ÃÁÓÅ ÂÁÓÉÓȢ 

!Î ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÉÓ ":υπυ #ÏÇÎÉÔÉÖÅ 
%ÃÏÌÏÇÙ  - ÉÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÒÁÄÓ 
ÔÏ ÅÎÒÏÌÌȢ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅË ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ Á ÃÌÁÓÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÉÎÇ 
ÄÅÐÔȢȾÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȢ 

3ÔÏÐ              
ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ 

! ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÏÐÐÅÄ 
ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ 
ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ Á 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅÄȢ 

(ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ - ÓÔÏÐ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ 
ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ 
ÕÎÆÏÒÅÓÅÅÎ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȢ 

4ÒÙ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔȤ
ÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

Common registration error messages and what they mean: 

If you run into an error be sure to read it! You can often solve registration errors on your own without  

having to email an advisor and wait for a response. 

First semester academic probation:  

¶ You are required to meet with an academic success coordinator prior to 

your registration date for fall 2019.  

¶ Before this meeting, you must watch the Biology Department Academic 

Success Seminar.  

¶ This video is found in the Canvas advising portal. 

 

Second semester academic probation: 

¶ You are required to meet with an academic success coordinator prior to 

your registration date for fall 2019.  

S T U D E N T S  O N  A C A D E M I C  P R O B A T I O N 

Schedule your appointment here: 

http://www.biology.colostate.edu/undergraduates/advising/  

http://www.biology.colostate.edu/undergraduates/advising/


O T H E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S 


