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INTRODUCTION 

Abandoned, lost, damaged fishing gear (ALDFG) continues to disrupt the ecosystem of 

Oceans across the globe.  According to Hardesty, Good, and Wilcox (2015), there are 

approximately 700 species that interact (eat or become tangled in) with ALDFG.  The study 

conducted by Hardesty et al (2015) found that approximately 4500 abandoned, lost, or 

damaged nets caused the death of over 2.5 million invertebrates, fish, and birds. 

WHAT IS ALDFG? 

 ALDFG is Abandoned, Lost, Discarded Fishing Gear.  According to Gilman ( ), ALDFG is 

also known as ghost fishing gear because when the fishing net is lost at sea it can continue to 

trap and drown fish, marine mammals, and invertebrates.  ALDFG also causes damage to coral 

reefs.  Some of the most common type of nets found in the ocean are:  gill nets, purse seine, 

and fishing gear from illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing.   

 Locating and removing ALDFG is difficult and dangerous but not impossible. Several 

companies are involved in the removal and recycling of ALDFG.  Plastix A/S is a company out of 

Denmark that was awarded funding for their project Retrawl2, an initiative under the European 

Union that involved the removal and recycling of ALDFG (Strom, 2015).    



 Companies like Plastix A/S provides me with the hope that fishing gear can be removed 

from the ocean, properly recycled, and re-used into other new environmentally friendly 

containers. 

WHY SHOULD COLORADOANS CARE? 

 According to Lebreton et al (2018), who conducted a study of the plastics present in the 

Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP), 46% of the plastic material in the GPGP were fishing nets.  

The accumulation of plastics and other pollutants in Oceanic gyres (accumulation zones) can 

have a serious impact on the weather patterns, oxygen content, and is a contributing factor for 

climate change.  In addition to the beforementioned issues, scientists recently discovered 

microscopic fibers (from plastic products including fishing nets) in rainfall over the Rocky 

Mountains (The Guardian, 2019). 

 The impact of plastic pollution from ADLFG has many negative implications for the 

environment and is far reaching, even contaminating the rain in a land locked state like 

Colorado. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

 My proposal is geared toward the proper recycling procedures for ALDFG that is 

retrieved from the coasts of the United States.  Many not for profit and non-governmental 

organizations are involved in the collection of ALDFG, Ghost Gear Initiative is one such 

company.  The question is what is done with the recycled fishing nets when they are pulled 

from the Ocean.  Several companies are involved in the recycling of the fishing nets into daily 

items like rugs, sneakers, clothing.  I propose determining if the chemical composition of fishing 

nets can be altered to change the material into a container that can be used to house everyday 



items like environment friendly laundry detergent or dish washing liquid.  A one page 

advertisement is included to demonstrate the possibility of a PSA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Ongoing, Clean, Environmental, Action, Now (OCEAN) Project  

Recycled Fishing Nets retrieved from the coastal ocean of the United States are transformed 

into containers for everyday use items, laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid. 

 

By removing lost fishing gear from the coastal oceans of the United States you can be involved 

in the prevention of loss of turtles, sharks, seals, and other marine mammals.   

 

I would introduce an Ocean Project mascot, like Ocean Woman (superhero) or Tommie Turtle (a 

little turtle that talks about being trapped in ghost fishing net.  I can’t do automation but I 

would learn and the PSA would be in the form of a short Cartoon type media.   

 

The message could center around the positive environmental effects in the ocean when old 

fishing gear is removed.   

 

I would have the mascot introduce the new product containers, show the process of removal of 

the gear, recycling, and the final product, containers that can carry liquids like laundry 

detergent/dishwashing liquid. 

 

 

  



 

 

 


